RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

January 8, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT: Bill Barnhart, Opal Hargis, Belva Jared, Dave Merritt and Josiah Vencel
President Jeanne Berkshire started the meeting with introductions since we are starting a new year with new Board members.  

MINUTES – MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the minutes as read, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Dave Merritt requested comments on the Legislative Committee Report and the recommendations from the OPEB Committee which were sent via e-mail to several Board members.  Dave stated that CRCEA will be looking at the announcement made by the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission announcing that employers can legally eliminate or reduce health benefits for retirees when they reach 65.  Dave requested again that the Secretary contact THE JOURNAL to change the address from his home address to the Post Office Box since he is away from home for extended lengths of time in the summer.  The Secretary stated that she had sent an e-mail to change the address, however, she will call and get it changed.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of November there were 27 volunteers who worked 83 hours and assisted 1,030 visitors and for the month of December there were 26 volunteers who worked 78 hours and assisted 895 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through 2007 the volunteers assisted 255,781 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that Marylee Shrider would be speaking today on Hoffman Hospice.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that the TREND was at the printers on December 17th and she received her issue on December 31st.  She stated that this should have given everybody time to get their reservations to Doris in time for today’s meeting.

KCERA – Josiah Vencel reported that KCERA has been receiving numerous telephone calls from members with questions regarding their health benefits and changes in doctors and he stated that they have been giving the callers the telephone number for the Health Benefit’s Office.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) CONFERENCE COMMITTEE UPDATE – Mary Lou Bennett reported when she puts the check she received today in the bank there will be $4,735.00 toward the conference expenses.  Mary Lou had received 2 dinner tickets for Hodel’s from Kern Federal Credit Union and after a short discussion it was decided that at our February and March meetings we will raffle those tickets off.  The proceeds from the raffle will go into the Conference Account.  Ginger Mello stated that she has all speakers on Monday secured and has 3 spots on Tuesday that she is still working on.  Two of those slots are for speakers from OPEB and the Legislative Panel.   Ginger is in hopes of getting someone from a gym to speak on Senior Conditioning to fill the third spot.  With our theme being “Old West to the New Frontier – Retirement as it Should Be”, Ginger stated that she had ordered some Space Voyager Models and gave them to Kathy Ponec-Ervin to use as part of the decorations. 
TREASURER –Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of November 2007 and December 2007.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report as read, for November and December 2007, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Claims Report for November and December 2007, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.   Mary Lou provided a Budget for 2008.  She carefully went over the differences from 2007.  Mary Lou was confident that the budget for 2008 was workable.  There were two items of which she made the Board aware and one of those was the membership percentage which is how we pay our dues to CRCEA. Our total retirees at the end of 2007 were 5,354 and we have 3,830 members which is 71.5% of our retirees belonging to REOKC and Dave Merritt stated this is one of the highest percentages of all 20 – 1937 Act Counties.  The other item that Mary Lou informed the Board about was the cost of our luncheons.  President Jeanne Berkshire reported that before the Christmas Luncheon we were informed that the price of our lunches would be increasing by $1.00.  After a discussion, MOTION was made by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to accept the budget as presented with the condition that we review the line item for luncheons in July for the number of attendees and amount paid, with regard to increases in the budget or charges for lunches, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED. 

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 6 County Newsletters, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 Letter from Supervisor Mike Maggard, 1 Statement from Fortress, 3 different receipts from the United States Postal Service, 3 checks (one for the conference) and the bank statement.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) 

Secretary Ginger Mello stated that the last meeting was a very good meeting.  There were two new attendees from the Prosecutors Office (KCPA) and they were very interested in what is happening with all the unions and retirees.  The next meeting will be held in February and hosted by the Kern County Probation Officers Union.  Past President Norman Briggs gave a brief background on why this group started meeting for those new Board members.

WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs reported that we now have about 500 members receiving notice when the TREND is on the Web.  He was reminded to update the web page to show we have new members on the Board.

PAC UPDATE – Norman Briggs stated that he felt that we should try to get under the CRCEA Umbrella PAC for retirees if possible and not join with SEIU.  Dave Merritt stated he would attempt to get feedback information from Art Goulet.
NEW BUSINESS:

CATERED LUNCHES – This item was discussed under Treasurer’s Report – Budget.

Bill Barnhart came to the meeting today to show the Board the name tags that he is working on for the Conference.  Bill stated that he will not be able to be in attendance at the next planning meeting.  Dave Merritt suggested that we could use a certain amount of the pictures on the back of the name tags as the winner of the centerpieces.  It was decided that maybe we could do something similar for the centerpiece prizes to avoid using stars on the bottom of chairs.  It was decided that we should use our logo not the county seal on the name tag.
MOTION by Georgia Morgan to adjourn the meeting at 11:40 a.m., seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
